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HE, life of Theſeus has appeared to 
me to be à very extraordinary part of 
the biography of Plutarch. A modern 
would have concluded, that no perſon 
would gravely have undertaken to com- 


poſe a life of Theſeus, in the time of 


Trajan, from other materials than thoſe 
which the imagination may copiouſly fur- 


niſh in any age. Allowing, however, (and 


it is to allow much) that ſome records of 
this early period had been preſerved; yet, 
we ſhould ſcarcely have ſuppoſed, that he 
could ſo far have relied upon their authen- 
_ as to have uſed them as the foun- 
ren 55 | dation 


ture and the 3 of theſe materials, ; as 
ſpecified in the introduction to the life, 
remove at once . the 8 dif- 
ficulties üb 13 Wight Cbnjecture, 
would have perplexed the hiſtorian. © And 
& here it were wiſhed,” ſays he, 
« that we could ſo far purge the fabulous 
% part, that it might obey the laws of 
2 reaſon, and receive the character $f 
64 hiſtory. But nenever it ſhall chance 
d Artrenboldlp to contemn the. bounds of 
| ereilte and will endure no mixture 
of, what is probable, we ſhall. beg that | 
" we may meet with candid readers, and 
8 ſuch as Will favourably receive 0 what 
can be related concerning things of 
ſo great antiquity.” And when he com- 
pares the ſimilar events in the lives of 
Theſeus and Romulus, he ſays, . Both 
. are ſaid to have died by the hands 
« «of, their own. offended citizens, if we 


% may believe thoſe relations. that are 
. bg delivered 
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„ e 
« delivered; with the leaſt cappearance. of 
« ſtrange or poetical fiction.) Nor, my 
will : queſtion. Plutarch's - judgment 
ſpecting theſe hiſtorical documents, as 5 
perſons had examined more of them than 
himſelf: It is indeed probable, that all 
ſimilar records of high antiquity are mixed 
with fable, and that to want this ſprinkling 
of fiction, would be to want, as it were, the 
ſeal and te of the times. 1 


a Fable was, perhaps, " uſed at firſt only 
with a view to connect the different Parts 
of defectire tradition, or imperfect records; : 
and nothing appears , to me more firong- 
ly to diſtinguiſh the Pentateuch . from 
other early hiſtory; than the regularity 
and completeneſs | in the ſucceſsion of 
events . It 1 from this cauſe, and not 
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ff the hiſtorians record fabulous an it is not 
from a preference to fable, but becauſe they. have nothing 
elſe to offer, 
« : att 
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5 vw 
© neceſſarily” und ſolely” from the mixture 
of fable, that © the early hiſtories of 
« Greece are obſcure, ce wo in- 
eee 3, eie e 
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| bite there was ſuch a place in 
Phrygia, or ſuch an event as the War 


of Troy, are to many, very. unintereſting 
queſtions in themſelves; but they ceaſe 


to be ſo, when they are ſeriouſly pro- 
poſed by ſuch men as Mr. Bryant. The 
n Diſſertation on the War of Troy,” 1 am 
far from conſidering as an unimportant 
work; for, at preſent, I regard it as no- 


thing leſs than the ſchool boy's guide to 


infidelity. 1 do not ſay, that Mr. B. pro- 
poſed this as the end of his publication; ; 
but it is an effect ſo certain, in my opi- 
nion, that he ſhould not appear to belong | 
to that nefarious band of men, who would 
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its foundation in the nh AY Seapticifin 
may have triumphed on former occa- k 
fions, but ſhe never before ſaw the day 
when ſhe had an opportunity (under the 
protecting auſpices too of an avowed be- 
liever) of collecting infant followers from 
every ſeminary in the ſtate. 
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LOG _ B. had diitmendedthe' yas 
rious acconplittitieiits u this eo b of 
"aa; Who" «62 frth a cl and IE | 
4 buntäineer betume the fineſt gentle 
man of the age,” If it Had” fuited 
Mr. Bs bpimén, D he would have given” us 
tie particulars off his refidence dt Sparta; 
have deferbech his (dreſs: in the Aſlatic 
taſte, new. b he eyes of the Grecian 
| ee r ee have affured 


2 1 
voni ＋ . . with which he ac- 
companied his lyre at Sparta, original 
fragments of which muſe have been pre- 
ſerved in Pontus. hen“ \ Ovid Was there. 
I confeſs I ſhould draw ſome concluſion, 
and I think not unwarrantably, from the 
difference of his manners, reſpecting the 
ſuperior refinement, and the greater pro- 
. greſs of civilization, in the country where 
he was educated, He was called upon, 
however, to award the prize of beauty 
before he had ſeen, a, Spurt, when: he, fed 
his flocks upon the mountains; but the 
ch aracter of the times. deſtroys the in- 
- ference, of mean manners from an ,occu-- 
pation Which, though eſteemed honour- 
able, might be ſuppoſed to produce a 
mode of behaviour homely and inelegant. 
Mitford, quoting in his admirable hiſtory 
paſſage from, Homer, / obſerves*, © « 
660 youth. is nenn en in 0 dul. 
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* Mitford's Hiſtory © of _ 121. 411 | 
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es and delicate in his perſon; ſuch, ſuys 
a the poet, as'* the ſons of princes uſually? 
«. are,” It is remarkable, that *the youth' 
«thus deſcribed was in the employment 
a"of a ſhepherd®. » Vet this is not the 
only ſingular circumſtance. It is Minerva 
Who is repreſented under this form, and 
hence. we way conclude, that the cha- 
racter was common and frequent, not an 

inſulated inſtance that might be found 
ſomewhere or other in ons” life. CY 


« He built a fleet of figs; the 2 
1 n one would have ee, 


If his ſole end was the vuikding theſe 
ſhips, it was certainly an extraordinary 
paſtime, But if he deſigned to 80 to 
paſts,” * it 5s not the . W one 


*** * a Mt * 8 
* » 


— 


* This nook 3 not be hrs: bs A 


fance, as the keeper of the fins was a prime coun- 
F he 


425 2 * would 


. * 


e ar 225 „ but the only 
ching: Nor would it have been ſuffictont 
tg have. oonſtructed one or two veſſels 

d ſuch a. voyage; ſecurity, againſt roving. 
pirates, would hot) have been, provided for 
b that number. They probably Would 
not haue been able to have conveyed 
away their plunder; perhaps, not to have 
qbfaingd fn ithout A certain... comple- 
ment; of men. If he had gong by land, 
2 rival migbt have | byilt. a fleet in the 
mean time, and have 1 him. 
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Bi Though. pot the. leaſt edi is siven 
for his going to Sparta, yet to _ 


dhe Went with ren of ae i 
* aibrogilzs nn vin 2077 2047 
„Theſeuf and Pirithous: 41. Kitt gone 
tagothex,.t9 Sparta, though not, from Afia, 
and Paris went from the ſame motive at 


2 different period ; allured by the t fame 
of Tlelen, and perhaps, at ter "her marriage 


% «09 Schi . nd. * pee 1794 92 22 72 _ 


by another object, the; treaſure. of, her 
huſband ; 
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| buſtands ſas what, they attempted en. g 
band tot recoven otherr would ;pqually aty | 

5 tempt to obtain: 01 Doeq en encioia ' 
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One would imagine, that when he 
5 had ſtolen. ſuch. a Prize, 25. with treaſure 


„ 


4 o great amount, he . have 
e made the belt öf bis way Home wards, 
4 und there 'ſecured” Hmfelf. Nef he 
4 took 4 different cohrfe, atid carried his 
« lady to Egypt; ; and then, after ſome 
007 _— 185 returned: to INE Sos x 
9711 1604) reo . 03: rofl 75 
This „„ moſt natural in- 
ſtance of addręſs, and was highly ap- 
plauded, I have no doubt, by the old 
Trojan chieftains. He carmed Helen to 
Egypt in order to avoid the ſenreft bf his 
enraged. oſt, and, when he ſup 6100 that 


2 23 


Me nelaus, 133 after, waiting for bim, fom 4 S 
time, had returned from Aſia, he himſelf 
„ B99 proceeded 
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nicians | tranſported Io gen Ae to 


Egypt, for 2 ſimilar reaſon. . _ 
Hxxopor: Lib. 1. c. 1, & v. 
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5 TI ACCOUNT or HELEN. 


Fire Wax the was very young, me ry 


8. came greatly admired for her uncom 


%% mon beauty; and Tyndarus ſuſ pecting 
that ſhe would be one day ſtolen, ob- 


« 3 all thoſe Who made any preten - 


66 ſions, to ſwear that they would unite 


4 5 1 £4 
us $1 1 3 * 
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8 
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* relle vent from Ages or. 1 Raps] to Egypt 


in his way to the Straits. There was a great inter 


edurſe between Egypt and Greece previous to the 
un of Howes: 5 4he 3 war. 2 2 
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Petlus WR a l and erultee We Sardinia als 
Corſica, and in thoſo non 5817021 L 05 Ort! 
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* e, a addi —— al the 
“ ſame time, an uncommon affection in 
* Tyndarus for a nne and ſpurious 
« cn "ng 
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There = ſuch; an extraordinary glance 
into futurity in this meaſure of I yndarus. 
A woman of ſuch unuſual charms Was a 
dangerous object of care, in whatever re- 
lation ſhe might ſtand to the perſon 
whoſe protection ſhe was entitled to claim. 
It was a meaſure of mere ſelf-defence, - as 
it was not againſt the loſs of Helen only 
that Tyndarus provided, but againſt the 
circumſtances accompanying ſuch adven- 

_ tures, the probable ravage of his territory, 

and the. plunder of his poſſeſsions. The 

knowledge of ſuch an agreem (and a 
very prudent one) might prevent the at- 
tempt. Menelaus did not loſe Helen 
only, nor would Tyndarus have loſt leſs 

„ B 4 | | becauſe 
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Tim RAPE OF HELEN BY = 
52 1 think: Mr. B. has acted very : diſinge - 
nuouſly. in his account of this eircum- 
. He had g oulled what was applica- 
ble to his purpoſe, Hout of the different 
ſtories that are related by Plutarch. In 
Sis" firſt work he retails a part of one 
foxy, and in his ſecond n of another. 
NIN lr 10 ol Self Nat Bog Jon 2177 
* At has been mentioned, Mr. B. hs 
ſerves; e that before the ſeduction of 
4 Helen by Paris, ſhe»! was” ſaid to have 
% been ſtolen from her father's houſe by 
1 Thęſeus; and u) e are told by ſome writers, 
that ſhe was their but ſeven years old. 
ALA wh — i — 
8191 Mal „ Ps. 33, wet . Diſſertation,” Kae 
> A* | 4 How 
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9 
Hoy can it be conceived, that à king 
«of p Athens b ſhould betake 4 himſelf to 
3 4 Sparta in order to run away with 4 
n cbildſeven Fears. old; and how could 
„% ſhe, at that age, have been officiating 
« at the altar of Diana. This leads to 
« another circumſtance equally incredi- 
5 ble for if ſhe o were: ſo young, her 
e brother muſt have been pretiſely of the 
„ ſame age; for one, if not both) were 
4 hatched from the ſamo egg: yet theſe 
children, ſo little paſt their infant ſtate, 
are ſaid to have purſued Theſeus, and 
to have regained their ſiſter. |: They were 
4 ſturdy. urchins, and little ſhort of the 
„ ſons of Aloëus.“ In the ſecond work 
Mr. B. ſays, p. 9, Plutarch confeſſes the 
*-{tainty: of this hiſtory and owns, that 
Helen was not in aiftate of maturity, that 5 
he was not ſtolen by Theſeus, but that it 
was Idas and Lynceus who carried her 
* away.“ The inconſiſtency and confuſion 
9441 3 | | 99 8 470 


1 
| 
j 
_ 
' 8 
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12 D 

in theſe accounts; as they -ippear'in this re- 
preſentation, are not vintirely to be attri- 
buted to the remoteneſs of the times when 
the events happened, nor to the hiſtorians, 
but in a great meaſure to Mr. 1 


«a 


eee of | his. SY l Se }6 


. urch TIE not- ndnſcvibec Helen as 


- alkciative at the altar of Diana Orthia, but 


as “ dancing in the temple” dedicated to 


which by implication, or circuitous infer- 
ence, may be compelled to ſiguify . offt 
* ge ut. the altar, but by: 4 


5 * * 0 . F 12 [ tow N 
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2. Plutarch does not ſay, that the has 
thers purſued Theſeus at the moment of the 
outrage, as Mr. Morritt has obſervedi but 


it has not been 'obſerved, that Plutarch 
ſpeaks! of another and an immediate purſuit, 


and prior to that, neee. by 


eben, Is lAneodi HT: we, 


ni oy “ There 


There were preſently men in arms ſent 
“ to purſue: the raviſhers; but they followed 
« the purſuit no further than to Tegea.“ 
We cannot overlook the particularity in this 
„ uncertain hiſtory.“ We are informed 
even of the . 105 the ds 


1 g * 7 
14 . * 


F f : 
1 0 \ 


8. aneh relates a e of. flories; 
and whatever the character of theſe old 
records might be, with reſpect to fidelity 
and authenticity, they certainly were far 

more numerous than . the obſcurity of the 
times would induce us to believe by any 
argument à priori. I ſhall preſent the 
reader with an extract from Plutarch, as it 
occurs in an old verſion of his Lives. 


30 Theſeus was now fifty 5 years old, as 

«. Hellanicus reports, when he fell upon 
the adventure of ſtealing Helen, whe was 
V.* oung, and- not of age to be mar- 
Wherefore, | ſome writers, to take 
hug: this acouſation/ of one of the 
e greateſt 


4 greateſt crimes that is laid to his charge, 
6 ſay, that he flid not, feat; away Helen 
_ 4, himſelf, but that Idas and Lynoeus were 
„ the raviſhers Who brought her, to him, 
+ and committed her. ta his charge, and 
« that, therefore, he tefufed: to. reſture her 
« at the demand of Caſtor and Pollux; or, 
according to others, that-bei received. her 
& from her on father Tyndaruss who 
« ſent her to be kept bye himzfor ſbar of 
« Enarphorus, the ſonivf Hippocoons who | 
„ would have carried her awaychyt force 
when ſhe was yet a child. Wer nbw ar- 
ive ata paſſage of which Mr. . takes na no- 
tice, but is very important.) 4 Nut tha mf 
& probable relation, and that. which has mol 
& witneſſes on its fide, is this: Theſeus and 
% Pirithous went. both together, 40 iSperta, 
and having ſeized the young lay as 
„ ſhe wag dancing in the temple of Diana 
4 Orthin, fled away with cher. There: were 
7 preſently men in arms ent ti purſbeitlie 
4 raviſhers; but, they . 


"No 
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1 $7 | 
4 no.fyrther than, to Tegeg . In this ex- 
tract, whem viewed 8:2 hole, We do not 
ſee the on ſuſion which,;Mr B. s, repreſen- 
tation might lead us to; expect. . It is ſingu- 
lar and curious, merely from the various 
teſtimonies which it contains, reſpecting 
ſuch a diſtant period. Is it probable, that 
all theſe differing and particular accounts 
were throughout. mere. yy cd ian] 2 
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5 ff 1 OF FIGHTING MEN. . 
+ & FT: does not merely depend POR 
„ nümbers ſent out, but upon the extent 
of the country where they were collected. 
«Gaul and Germany were large and po- 
& pulolis regions; Scandinavia was very ex- 
« tenſire, and ſtyled the northern hive; 
<:; whence vaſt: colonits/ iſſued. Whatrwas 
the Peloponneſus, with the: addition of 
„the fmt: provinces above, to theſe? 
hey bear no proportion. We muſt not, 
e « therefore, 


> 


| ſtage in ſociety 


> ——_— *. But this is not the only 
criterion of population. Cæſar deſe bes 
extent of the country of the Helvetii: 
« Pro multitadine autèm hominum, & pro 


gloria belli atque fortitudinis anguſlos ſe 


« / fiits habere arbitrabantur, qui in longitu- 
« dinem millia p aſſuum CCXL, in latitudi- 
« nem CLXXX patebant.” Their popu- 
lation, as computed” by themſelves with 
great accuracy, becauſe it comprehended 
the name of each individual, is thüs ſtated: 

«< In caſtris Helvetiorum tabulæ repertæ 
« funt Grecis Litteris confectæ & ad Cæ- 

« ſorem relatæ. Summa omnium fuerunt 
« ad millia CCCLXVIII.“. Lib. I. c. 29. 
The ſtate of ſociety i is the ſtandard of num- 
bers of men employed in war; and I think 
we may proceed further, and aſſert, that 
there is what may be called the military 
„when there is not only no 
other occupation but war, but when tere 
is 


is 0 e order in Ol equipanaltyr: but 
ſoldiers.:/| Conformably with this principle, 
the Helvetii had diſtributed the population 
of their ſmall ſtates into thoſe who were 
able to bear arms; women, boys, and old 
men. Quibus in tabulis nominatim ratio 
confecta erat, qui humeris exiſſet eorum, 
qui arma ferre poſſent, & itèm ſeparatim 
„ pueri, ſenes, muliereſq.” Lib. 1, c. 29. 
Strabo, likewiſe ſpeaking of the Soanes, 
ſeems to account for the diſproportion off 
their army to the extent of their territory 
in the ſame manner; „ for the whole maſs 
of the people are ſoldiers, and are not 
« diſtributed into certain erdbz se yas/ 
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| THE REPAIR or THE SHIPS. wb 
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' This poet tells un, that * « in the tenth | 
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1 . Wat, 
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ah exrſic bergen gte — Adore. 
r . . would 


«. war, the * 3 nn 
« and dbere in vo reales te think that thero 


73: for the contrary - 45: 


thinks very good! ſpecimen, | 
of Mr. Bryant's mode of arguings:{Becauſe: 
Homer informs us that the ſhips wanted re- 
pair; therefore, Mr. B. ſays they were not 


repaired... Mr. B. 's objection ought to have 


been, that Homer repreſented the veſſels 


at this period as wanting no repair; but 
every perſon readily acquieſces in the ſtate · 


went, as probable and juſt, that the wood 


evident, that the condition of the veſſels had 


been examined, and the firſt fiep: towards 


| the/repait af theſe injuries of time and 
weather is expreſſed in this line — the 


knowled ge Wat ity was neceſſary. The next 
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off The very learned Mitford lays, 7 — Wappen ey 
0 not uſe for the ſails, but thongs of leather, "With 


1 


ies be to procure materials; 3 and the 
ſame gountry which ſupplied timber for the 
building. of the flect. of Paris would, no 
doubt, furniſh. what Was wanting to refit 
that l l Greeks, M eee 
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CONCERNING: THE INTERCOURSE BETWEEN THE 
ARMY, AND THE STATES FROM en 


#1 Te IT * ASSEMBLED. | we 


1g e 5 1 ee Ck ten 


44 28 there ſeems to have been no cor- 


< reſpondence kept up between the army 
6 and the mother country; ; no enquiries 
« made; no intelligence ſent. They ſay 


66 that Ne 


6 ſequently very * Cert 
had be 


1 aware, 1 have no doubt, of Dr, Bentley 8 
| reply to a ſimilar deduction from the word 


e 51% Aryaron,, ſays lie, is ſo far from 


8 C being 
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cetivus is ſtill alive. By this we 
find that e there was a teh report; con- 
But if this 


een mere report, it. phe probably 
| have been of à contrary tendency. F Mr. B. 
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« being 4 ales od want: of evidence, 
that it is principally uſed upon a con- 


66. trary account, when the generality of 


«, writers are agreed. When a ſingle wit⸗ 
“ neſs ſays a thing, he is moſt commonly 
8 mentioned by name, but when the evi- 
« dence is numerous, and cannot all be 
0 han ce in, then they ſay As. vera, or 
% pag. "Dilert. on Phalar, p. 87. But 
Mr. B. is very unfortunate. Ach illes, en- 
quiring of -Patroclus the cauſe or” ** Jn, 


'aſks this motions. 


u. wo eg 1 CO 6 jaw de; 
| 2 I 1 Tho. v. 13, 
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"_ 8 
| a fro : m 


. we; you" hea 


8 49 think. —_ this Ihe immediately 
| precedes the one quoted by Mr. Bryant, and 


5 yet it certainly does. Can we' heſitate to 


condemn ſuch conduct; or to lament, that 


Mr. TO not have conſidered what 
epithet 


n 


= 
epithet ib--merits. -How-the argument is 


ſiſting between the ſeveral ſtates, but a par- 
ticular -correſpondence between” individuals. 
Achitles is made to aſk a moſt abſurd quef- 
tionz- if ſuch” an intercourſe had not been 


uſual; There was even a commercial in- 
tercourſe with the camp. We are told, 
chat “ many ſhips came from, Lemnos 


„ freighted with wine, Which was ſold in 
$6 the Grecian: camp.“ II. vii. I. 467. The 
ignorance, which Achilles expreſſes con- 
cerning the ſtate of his father, will only 
ſignify, that he might have _ ann, 
nnn A ee fte 
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THE ARMY, Nor d RECRUITED, 
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„ In the ſpace. of time ae 
« the army muſt have been greatly di- 


miniſhed; and Agamemnon is made to 


1 7 I have loſt numbers out of my 
4 ; EC 2 E army, 


ry extraordinary. 
It not only proves an intercourſe as ſub- 
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"a 
« inmy, yet chere is no mention made of 
£6 recruits; indeed, e is _ | 
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+ 1 5 
. * 
a 


This poſition is not abſolutely true. 

4010 B. allows, that Neoptolemus «was 
« fetched from Seyros,” by Ulyſſes. . He 
Vas brought in a ſhip,” ſays Mr. B. that 
6 had before its complement · f.“ p. 17. It 
was ſingular, that Ulyſſes and a body of 
men, and thoſe ſoldiers too, could be ſpared 
at this time, merely ſor the purpoſe of 
fetching Neoptolemus. But if it is not al- 
lowed that it proves that other recruits might 
have been conveyed in this manner, it un- 
queſtionably applies to the intercourſe from 
the camp, as the preceding paſſage ſhewed 
that ſome correſpondence was maintained by 
thoſe, who had | friends: at the ſiege. 
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THE GRECIAN FORTIBICATION. 


' Ir. conſiſted| of a rampart, a foſſe, and 


paliſadoes. The jobliteration of the foſſes 
by the combined ſtreams of all the rivers 


mentioned by Homer, is perhaps ſomewhat 
ſtrained ; but we muſt, nevertheleſs, diſtin - 
guiſh Homer's abſurdities (if there be any) 


from thoſe of Mr. Bryant. The rivers 


< are not plainly repreſented,” as Mr. B. 


joining the Scamander, in making an 


« nundation at its mouth.“ The only 


* © ©» N 1 8 > 
mouth is this: 28 x4 an 443-246 RBI: 
TS 4 h 


To waren fert par? mer e : 


Ade 1 5 M. v. 24. . 


There is no foundation for this rid 3 af 
ſertion; nor is there any thing ſaid of join- 


ing the Scamander, or * Joining * _ 
cular river whatever. an : Ane 
C 3 | EGYPTIAN 


_ paſſage, which contains «the. Pw 
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Mx. B. has miſrepreſented the words of 
| Hinddovad. This diſguſt towards fiſh-pre- 
„ yailed- among the Egyptians, and wos 
„ te be found alſo among the people of 
© ff. Diſſertat. p. 56. There is an am- 


biguity, familiar to Mr. Bryant, in th 


ſtatement. We might d, who were not 

allowed, the people of Syria or the Egyp- 
tians? Mr. B. cites Herodotus as hie au- 
chority, and we ſhall ſee the propriety of 
this queſtion, and the dexterity in Jead- 
ing us to ſuppoſe it was one or the other. 
We ſhall be ſurprized to. find, that He- 
rodotus does not allude to either, as a 


_ | 


8; They b eta 6, either 
« ſalted. or dried in the fun,” ſays He- 
. and © he . 


222 i „ ho 


„ 

ho ive in the cultivated: parts of the 
* noο“ðtry, and of all whom he had ſeen, 
4 the moſt ingenious. Vol. 1, Beloe 
Tranflat; p. 804, 307. Again; They who = 
<--anhabit the marſhy ground differ in no ma- 
c tetial inſtance. With a conſiderable part 
of this people, fiſn: conſtitutes the prin- 
* cipal article of food; they dry it in the 
tion.“ P. 328, 32; Vol. i i. To: bolt 
then does Herodotus refer, in the Paſſage 
produced by Mr. B. The ſacred miniſ- 
46 ters poſſeſs in return many and great 
„advantages, each has Nene 
<« ſacred viands ready dreſſed aſtiguei 
„ him; they have — are not 
<« permitted | to fer en 5. Does this 
prove à prevailing diſguſt amongſt the 
Egyptians to this ſpecies of food? What 
kind of prohibition is that, which förbäds 
the uſe of what they naturally diſliked? 


In the + obſervations on the: ptigies. of 
e has cited this ſau paſſage, 
nh 5 and 


24 


and the meaning he attributes to it is the 
ſame. And what the hiſtorian ſays con- 
-cerning the fiſh is of conſequence, for 
all the natives of tlie river were in 
“ ſome degree eſteemed ſacred. In many 
parts tlie people did not feed upon them. 
The prieſts, in particular, did not feed 
60 upon them.“ And for this ia aſſertion 
Clemens is quoted, and for the: former, 
Herodotus; although, we have ſeen to 
ms, be . the n I mob uw; 


üg us next attend to _ —— of 

W Siculus. „ The Egyptians are 
ſaid to have a ſecond ſource of ſubſiſt- 
. ence in the food of fiſh, a very large 
„ ſupply of which is afforded by the river, 
< when it ſubſides after its riſe, and the 
„ water is 19 _ Lib. 1. ſect. 43. 
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vo Andi is citation muſt ſurely ſatis- 
„ the cravings of ſcepticiſm for more evi- 
dence. - 


a 

dences 1446 \oTheievetdieatifing from the fiſh 
5 of the lake (Mceris) he preſented to his 
5 wife fot unguents and other ornaments for 
& the perſon, che fiſhery producing A talent 
$6 -of - Ar ee Lib. 1. . 52. ad 
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Mx. B. ns bundsteb ay Epweoy, ( near 
whe . ſig tree; and, therefore, he ſays, 
But it is not to be believed that a tree 
« of this ſort; if it were a land-mark in 
the days of Priam, could have exifled 
eleven or twelve hundred years after- 
„ wards; and that neither age nor acci- 
« dent” ſhould have brought it to ruin. 
In reſpect to the wild fig tree, if tlle 
e account of it were true, and this tree 
% was re fame which- exiſted i in the time 
28 n 2 : 66 of 


26 
a of the war, the ſituation. of the city 
60 An have been aſcertained to a de- 
4 gree of preciſion.“ P. 46. Diſſertat.— 
Mr. B. cannot avoid the acknowtedge- 
ment, that Strabo ſpeaks of it as a 
« cluſter of trees, —“ a little wood; 
and as to be ſcen in his time. But what 
does Strabo call the Egweos? He ranks it 
amongſt the 7rewa, which Mr. B. tranſ- 
lates © land-marks,” I ſhall only oppoſe 
to this objection of Mr. Bryant's, ſome 
paffages out of his own work on the plagues 
of ne. Wen the e eee of 
oo ten palm trees... F Dis Jorus; „ Siculus 
by gives an account of _ palm grove, As 
*. it was deſcribed by Kriffon, „Who was 
* fſent.. by Ptolomy to deſcry the; coaſt 
+ of Arabia, upon the Red. Sea.“ — The 
ſame hiſtory of this; **,Pheenicon;' or palm 
„ grove, . is given by Strabo,“ — The 
fountains remain preciſely; Hg ſame in 
number, and the os trees are not 


66 extinct 


+ 

« extindt on the contrary, they ate mul- 
0 tiplied.) — — “ He (Dr. Pocock) viſited 
« this diſtrict, and ſays, that in going 
6 ſouth ard towards Tor, and about a 
4 league from it towards the north, there 
4 3-4 well of good water, and all about 
*« are 2 great number of date- trees or 
« palms.” — This ſpecies of evidence, it 
feems, is true with reſpect to Moſes, but 
not to Homer, and Why? We might fay, 
"that the exiſtence of the palm-trees was 


no proof of the encampment oe: we 


Iſraelites, 


i ACCOUNT: © OF 1 | mince NI 


10 a long liſt of nie, 0 aſſert 
either the transformation of 1 [phi genia, the 


ſubſtitution of another victim, or her ac- 
tual immolation, muſt be joined (fays 5 


Mr. B.) be: Plutarch ' and Pliny.” Mr. B. 


is welcome to the teſtimony of Livy, if 


he will accept it, in addition to his band 
of 
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* 
of vitneſſes. The paſſage in Plutarch, 
which is alluded to, is curious, and 1 
know not Why it. deſerved from Mr. B. 
no more than a bare reference. I ſhall 
give. the ſubſtance of it. When  Ageſilaus 
was at Aulis, he Was commanded in a 
dream to offer the ſame ſacrifice as Aga- 
memnon offered, | becauſe. he Was at the 
ſame place and in ſimilar circumſtances. 
| Reſolyi ing not to imitate * - the rude bar- 
44 harity”” c of Agamemnon,, he thought t that 
he, could, preſent a more acceptable vic⸗ 
tim to the goddeſs, than a human one, 
and therefore ſacrificed a hind at her 
altar. According to one tradition, Aga- 
memnon prefented the -fame kind of 
ictin Was This analogy then, in theſe 
calgs, Prod, the reſult, of accident? I., 
do | not think chat it was... TFauſanias has 
"recorded 1 this , ie f Ageſlaus, and 
repreſepts the G Grecian, con mander as re- 
Barring: ! to Aulis with. an intention of 


19010 


imitating, Agamo mon. 


$34 30 0 32 


6c lected 


10 


48. Ageſilaus col- 


a9. OL 
"higher: at Hors” a choſen band 
of his allies,” and at the ſame time, 
« having built and properly fitted” out a 
feet, came to Aulis in order to ſacri- 
* ſice to Diana; becauſe Agamemnon, . 
<'after he had propitiated the goddeſs in 
— this place, led his forces againſt Troy.“ 
Lib. 3. c. 9. Pauſanias likewiſe ſupplies 
us with tlie tai which prevailed at 
Aulis reſpecting the ſacrifice of Iphigenia. 
„They ſay, that when the Greeks, "in 
--0 conſequence of che prophecy of Chal- 
60 chas, were about to ſacrifice Iphigenia 
on the altar i in this temple, the goddeſs 
_ cauſed a ſtag to be the victim inſtead 
« of her.“ * Taylor's: Pauſan: B. 9. c. 19. 
It is ſingular then, that Ageſilaus, in de- 
viating from his pattern, mould, by a happy 
gueſs, have ſelected the very ſame accept - 
able offering. If then Ageſiaus although 
expreſsly directed to offer the ſame ſacrifice, 
was at liberty to ſubſtitute another victim, 
why is we'not ſuppoſe tha the ſame li- 


berty was allowed to Agamemnon, which 
was implied in the goddeſs providing an- 
| lated another report, that upon an unex- 
pected change of the wind the Greeks 
offered whatever firſt preſented itſelf. In 
Theognis is found another account of the 
honours which Agamemnon paid to Diana, 
but they did not conſiſt . the ſacrifice of 
his daughter, nor of an facrifice. The 

Wet invokes Diana, 9 


| 8 1 E Aretha, 4 : 
, | | Eero, or C Tomy N wc Poa. 
. 11, 12. 


8 he! 1 collected fucks; a ey 
of particulars relative to. the antiquities and 
traditions of places, wholly omits the ſa- 
crifice of Iphigenia in ſpeaking of Aulis, and 
only once ſeems to allude to it, by obſerving, 
that Comana was reported to have derived 
it's name from the revbizes Kwpens, Or. votive 
hair of Iphigenia. The ſilence of - Heſiod 


concerning 


concerning this raft, and, concerning, any 
iunidice- whatever, who at the fame time 
notices _the- delay of the fleet at Aulis, 
will, perhaps, be eſteemed deciſive. Thoſe. 
authors then, who lived neareſt the events, 
or, who had the beſt opportunity of being 
acquainted with it, ſay nothing of the ac- 
tual, or intended ſacrifice of Iphigenia. | 


THE GENEALOGIES OF HOMER'S HEROES. 


| HoMER made many a his chieftains 
« the immediate ſons of Mars, Jupiter, 


+ Venus, Thetis, Mercury, and other ima- 
6 „ ginary parents.“ Page 30. J cannot ſee 


any thing very extraordinary in this prac- 
tice of Homer, as the cuſtom of the times 
5 made it not a more remarkable circumſtance, 
that a hero ſhould have a deified rather. than 


2 mortal. anceſtor, But this relationſhip 
was acknowledged. on. the other fide i in the 
2 of the Gods. For a proof of this, 
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ticular in Heliod's Theogony, which 
contains" a very full regiſter” of immortal 
5 progenitors with their mortal deſcendents. 
That the man ſhould' aſpire to conſan- 
guinity with a god was natural; but that 
the God ſhould allow his poſterity to be 
noticed in his patent of deification, could 
only ariſe from his being well known, 
when a man. 
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/  AGAMEMNON Jr. 


Ir had been obſerved, that among the 
“ national deities from whom Homer bor- 
4 rowed the names of his heroes, one was 
0 Agamemnon, a title of Jupiter.“ Page 31. 
The greateſt part of the learning with which 
Mr. B. adorns this poſition, may be found 
in the Laconica of Meurſius, and Fabricii 
Bibliotheca, as the teſtimony of 'Staphylus 
Naucratites, 3 and the quota- 
tion 


— 


3s 
tion from Lycophron. There are two pat 
ſages from Lycophron that Mr. B. moſt 
ſtrenuouſly attempts to reconcile, but whicli 
all his art cannot unite in any bond of 
common ſenſe. Lycophron ſays of Priam, : 

before the æra of the Grecians coming 
„there (for it is ſaid prophetically) that 
« the old king ſhould die at the altar 
„of Jupiter . Agamemnon.” Page 31. 
This, he thinks, was the more ancient 
worſhip of Jupiter Agamemnon. He was 
alſo worſhipped at Sparta; for Mr. B. ſays, 
5 Of this Clemens Alexandrinus takes no- 
tige. Staphylus mentions, that a cer- 
% tain Agamemnon Jupiter was worſhipped 
at Sparta.“ So far, all ſeems to be very 
proper. But the Spartan Agamemnon. Ju- 
piter had a wife called Caſſandra, 4% whom 
% Lycophron introduces as ſaying, My 
* huſband too, who will take me, though 
« a captive, to his bed, will be ſtyled Ju- 
* piter Agamemnon by the Spartans.” M . 
B. is fully aware of this refractory cireum- 


, 
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ycophron in one part of his 
vork ſays, that the deity to whom the 
1 Spartans paid theſe divine honours was 
* the great commander at Troy. It is 
therefore | wonderful, that Lycophron 
4% ſhould have expreſſed himſelf above in 
the manner mentioned, when in another 
“place, antecedently, he had given evi- 
_ « dence to the contrary, in terms as plain 
“% as could be wiſhed,” in the paſſage re- 
lating to the death of Priam. Caſſandra; 
the wife, is a moſt diſtreſsing adjunct of the 
Jupiter Agamemnon of the Spartans. It is 
a; deſignation of this Jupiter that is proof 
againſt all hypotheſis. Therefore, there 
was worſhipped an Agamemnon Jupiter, the 
god, at Troy; and at Sparta; not the ſame 
Agamemnon Jupiter, or if the ſame, only 
with this flight difference, that he had a 
wife called Caſſandra. Again, Agamem- 
„ non Jupiter was likewiſe to be found 
* in the vicinity of Athens, where a tribe 
« named Laperſai worſhipped Jupiter with 
rr By « this 


* 


38 
this title annexed. The Laperſæ are a 
« tfibe in Attica, where there is a temple 
„ of Jupiter Agamemnon. Upon which 
the ſcholiaſt further ' obſerves; opwvpe; 
„ dur 769 Aamegria An Ayapepvier, ot 676 
5. Teczay 8parwoe;” thus tranſlated by Mr. 
B. Agamenanon, who engaged in the 
„expedition to Troy, had the ſame name 
and ſecondary title as the Jupiter of the 
Laperſians. From this he concludes, 
it is plain that Agamemnon the hero was 
denominated from the deity.” . 

I firſt object to the tranſlation of the word 
ohh h⁰⁰e, the ſame name and ſecondary 
„title.“ But I do not make the interpre- 
tation of this word the baſis of the argu- 
ment. Mr. B. ſeems to conſider the Laper- 
ſian Jupiter as the prototype of Agamem- 
non; whereas, he told us before, it was the, 
Jupiter Agamemnon at Troy that was more 
ancient than the Spartan Jupiter. Now the 
AUG; deity i is preferred. The truth, per- 
0 ä haps, 


” 
_ haps, is this, allowing any authority to 
Tzetzes. The Laperſz were, in all probabi- 
Iity, originally a Laconian tribe, and derived 
1 their name from the mountain called Laper- 
ſa; ſo that ve have again only the Spartan 
Jupiter, and we know who he was, and his 
wife too. What does Meurſius ſay of this aſ- 
Aertion of Tzetzes) Errat autem vehementer 
c alio loco cum Laper 1s populam quendam 
„ Atticæ tradit, atque ibi eum cultum. N ec 
“ enim Laperſæ 1 in Attica locum ullum ha- 
9 8 neque Jovem ibi .cultum. Agamem- 
* nonem quiſquam antiquorum tradit.“ 
Miſcell. Lacon; Lib. 1. c. 4. I ſhall here 
preſent to the reader ſome obſervations on 
this objection of Mr. Bryant, which con- 
tains ſome curious particulars relative. to the 
deification of mortals in general, and par- 
ticularly of Agamemnon. I have no claim 
to their merit. The heathen gods, who | 
te were but one remove from men, had their 
12 names and titles often beſtowed on extra- 
85 ordinary perſons. eee might be 
1 * £7 bs called 


427 


| piter, as being 1 avant as 


| Pune was the chief of the gods. 
| * ane were deiſied in 
their life-times at Athens, and called pro- 
« tecting deities; the former of theſe; had 
« an altar erected to him, and prieſts. 
Their figures were, wrought in the: ſacred 


Miner a. Mr. B. will ſcar cely deny 
here, that the kings themſelves were the 
objects of worſhip, and not deities repre· 


<. ſented.under their names. Antiochus II. 
took the name of Otis, but he meant it 
as an inſolent uſurpation of the title, not 
as a typification of e e 


Off; this very properly. l on eo 


by 
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36 uhent ſwell with pride, And, muſt be titled. gods. 
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« "The people x at Lyſtra called Barnabas, J U- 


40 


329 | | 66 them. 


« « piter; ; and Paul, Mercurius; and had pre- 
* pared. oxen. and garlands to ſacrifice to 
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them. The titie of Jupiter was ſometimes | 
«beſtowed upon trivial occaſions. Plutarch 
* mentions that it was given to a phyſician, 
„ ho had been ſucceſsful i in toon mor- 
6. eee 363 ien 21475391 
ily eee the next bed. 
tene from Clemens Alexandrinus, he 
„ would have rendered it probable that 


„ Agamemnon, the hero, was alluded to in 


«the paſſage he brings forward. Ayajrprore 
% ous r ce ur Leragry, rede, Drwipuncs 
* ige. PavorAng de, ey ego xa ruht, Ayc- 
* ¾⅛fç vo ENA Barne AR 175 
| clap ere e Apyure, To nn 
« Does not Clemens Alexandrinus mean to | 
„ ſay, that this very Agamemnon, who is 
te here Wen as 4 god, "raiſed a ge 


2 4 1 K 8 . ; PT 
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16071 am . to „ink, that the word Tv in Clemens 
« bas a a diminutive fignification, 3 as if it ſhould. mean a 
< kind of Jupiter, or à kind of god. This: remark on 
ee Ditens, . ZeT 


Ceri tak 66 to 


« to Venus; as/a memoriaf of one of h o] 
e catamites? This is more probable, as 
Clemens is here ſpeaking of ee s 
. und u r „ W qo cas Hh 
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ys Mr. 1 ) Before 
« the Gteeks of Hellas Proper Had the 
courage to engage in expeditions upwards 
« towards the north; but it was ſtill much 
« later, that they ventured to croſs the 
„ 'Egean Sea. Libanfus fays, that the 
« Grecians eſteemed i it hazardous to proceed 
„ by ſea above or beyond Delos“ Let 
« us then fee by whom Libanius is fap- 
en pee It is by the evidence of 
45 Hheollvtu'® - „When the Tonians, ſays 
* Herodotus, ſolicited the Helladians to paſs 


5 85 over to their coaft, the utmoſt that they 
& could 


Delos. an beyond. ſeemed a ful of dag 


„with the enemies forces. An expedition 


« as far as Samos appeared to . a voyage 
to the ga of Tlercules,” | 

36 GIOVA ED. adit 8 I A 

I muſt TT 'Weſſtling's note, not 
becauſe it explains the aboye paſſage (which 
it certainly does ngt), but becauſe it is ſo 
very Uke that of Mr. Bryant. Formido 
urgebat ex Perſarum maximo potentatu, tum 
| etiam quod Græcorum multi accurata ulte- 
riorum locorum ſcientia deficerentur. De 
multis lpquor, nam Athenienſibus ora Aſiæ 
& T. braciæ ad | Helleſpontura nayigantibus in 
Sigeum, Epheſum, Cherſoneſ umque explora- 
tiſsima erat, neque Spartanis ignotus Sami 
vicmiaegque filus. Lib. 3. cap. 47, Haud di 
ala ergo hee Fes, nec de pmnibus o om- 


. 


7111 > c 


$4.0 


C. xix. p. 480. B. Quam quidem ſophiſta 
aberrationem Clar. D'Orvill. in MI. Obſ. 
«" paſſage of Herodotus muft not be” tafen too 
. literally; for the Lacedemonians, and other 
„ Grecians, had been at Samos in tlie time 
of Cambyſes.“ Note in page 22, Diſſer. 
we ſhall ſee that it was àa mere pretext of 
the Greeks, a ſeigned and not a real igno- 
rance of the country to which they were 
deſired to repair, and of the way by ſea. 
We ſhall ſee theſe. ſame Greeks obtain an 
important victory in that very country to 


courſe of their veſſels. To connect the -paſ- 
ſages which it will be neceſſary to produce, 


and to ſhew that Herodotus in theſe! dif- 
ferent places "ſpeaks of the ſame perſons, I 


ſhall offer to the reader ſome extracts at full 


length. The approach of the ſpring, and 


the appearance of Mardonius in Theſſaly, 


4 rouſed the Greeks.” Their land army Was 
8 not 


— 


« not yet got together; but their fleet, con- 
ſiſting of a hundred and ten ſhips, was 
already at Ægina, under the command of 
« Leutychides. Lib. 8. c. 141. When the 
« fleet 1 the: Greeks had arrived at gina, 


„at Sparta, „ aſsiſtance of that 
Be people to deliver Ionia, arrived amongſt 
« the Greeks. Herodotus, the ſon of Baſi- 
„ lides,. was with them; they were in all 
< ſeven, and had together concerted. the 
« death of Strattes, tyrant of Chios. Their 
« plot having been diſcovered by. one of the 
« accomplices, the other fix had withdrawn 
„ themſelves to Sparta, and now came to 
« Egina. to perſuade the Greeks to enter 
„ Ionia. They were induced, though not 
e without difficulty, to advance as far as 
Delos. The Chians likewiſe applied to 
the Greeks, but they would not move 
further eaſtward than Delos.” The 
Greeks did not like any of. theſe ow 


tions: but when the proper perſons arrived, 
| we 


5 


we hear no more of diſtance and dangers. 
* Whilſt the Grecian fleet was yet at Delos, 
under the command of Leutychides, the 
Aacedæmonian ambaſſadors came to them 
1 from Samos. One of the deputies con- 
eluded his ſolicitation. by ſaying, that their 
object . might be eaſily accompliſhed, as 
the ſhips of the enemy were ſlow failors 
„ and by no means equal to that of the 
4, Greeks.” Perfection in the management 


dity, or the conſequence of inexperience. 


Nor was the Samian ambaſſador paying an 
empty compliment, for Themiſtocles had 


oppoſed the Athenians to the Phœnicians 
at the battle of Salamis. The effect of the 


embaſſy was this: * The Greeks, after re- 


the next ſacriſiced with favourable omens; 
„ and having ſacriſiced favourably, /et ſail 
« from Delos towards Samos.” And theſe 
Greeks fought * battle v6, de, in 
Ionia!” | 1 
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Tux rape of Helen Mr. B. conft lers as an 
inadequate cauſe. As a breach of hoſpita- 
lity it furniſhed” the moſt general argument 
of perſuaſion (though not the only one) to 
the chieſtains who united in the expedition 
for her recovery. It is very difficult for us, 
who live in modern times, to form a juſt 
notion of the nature of ſuch an offence, as 
we know not enough of the manners of 
ſuch a period of ſociety. Herodotus, how- 
ever, who was better qualified to appreciate 
ſuch an outrage, ſpeaks of the deſtruction 
of Troy in language-which ſtrongly. declares 
the opinion of antiquity reſpecting it: © But, 
the reſtoration of Helen was not in their 
power, and the Greeks placed no depen- 
« dence on their aſſertions, which were in- 
diſputably true; but all this, with the 
ſubſequent deſtruction. of Troy, might be 
ordained by Providence to inſtruct man- 
3 | « kind 
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kind that the gods proportioned puniſhi-· 
„iments to crimes, R f. c. 120. An 
Meſiod celebrates the: juftice of that genera- 
tion of men, who fell at Troy in the at- 
temat to recover Helen. The other inftance 
which he produces, is of a band of men 
who had aſſembled to revenge an injury 
.offered toi(Edipus.. For their merits,” as juſt 


ilands. Op. & Dies, v. 155, ee 
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G0 . iN ; nas fi net 
oben 0 — How hay 
regel brought the city ſomewhat 
lower down towards Hium, and dhe Phgug 
. NinnGum yet they do not make it üb- 
* {wer to the idea of Homer, 'He places it 
nne ſouthern part of Mount Ida, 
culleſl Lectum, Gargarus, and Antun- 

« dros.” P. 189. The extremity of Ida, 
near LeQtum, was not called Gargara, or 


+13. : | E | Gargarus. | 
ſo „ 
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men, he places then in the Fortunate 


Gargarus. The Gargaia near Leæctum was 3 
place htuates on the een forming 
the bay ol Adramyttium, (Lib. xiii. p. 606, 
Strabo) and founded 700 the inhabitants of 
Aſſus, which - Was adjace: (p. 610, id.). 
There, was alſo. a» Gargarum in [the higher 
5 pacgs.of: Mount 14a P. 365, Stn bo): 1 
alſo was an alian city called Gargara. 
Here we Ms the eminences. and 4 the Places 
of thei name of: Gargara diſtinguiſbed, and 
we find no other eminence called gamen 
but that « in the 1 igher parts” of Ida. 
Did Jupiter New, Troy a and the 9 
the Aſsian Gargara, a city? Again, Strabo 
tells us that here as a ſpace of 200 ſtadii, 
and ſamewhat more, from the city to lec- 
tum z and a ſmaller diſt ſtance from 
Abydus. How.mufi Mr. Brune 
ſtadius, tot interpoſe two kund 
between-kis Troy and u Lectum 
creaſe them again to occupy a greater (pact 
between his T roy re 4 py 10 %%% 
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us ; Place of pr proſpect (Gargarus) was 
& 4 great way from Eur * — Hellef- 
pont and — | | 
n den 
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20 J hell not feußß ch N lage in Virgil, 
1 bao conſprcty Tengdgs,', by t merely 
oapſider the place which, has, been afigned 
wd eee ar, its Ye be. 
0 50 a ren Saen the > Sing, Kdr. 
my ne: „But Fligy "wil not allow this. 
Mr. 'B. „hes not jndertod eres 4p, pin WP 2s 
| inn of gountry, with 
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* ye hun red ſtadii- Lih. xiii. o. 619. 
Ptolomy, likewiſqy Ager not plage Tenedes 
ſo low in the Egean; but ſpeaks of it as 
belonging te the Helleſpontio Afar 
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ut ubs. Whether Chevalier has diſc: 
vi "ey the true ſite of ancient, Troy, a as well 
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The reſpoctful stb eg Mei" Waks: | 
 hield's. name, may require an explanation 
or an apology. I do not conſider the fate 
of Mr. Wakefield as undeſerved; but when 
I compare his offence with that of a man 
who calls himſelf a Britiſh ſenator, and 


through the kingdom G yl M 


mily with impunity, I turn with ſome 


emotions of concern to 11 . ak Wa 


Wan 
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W e why 1 to — more 
than the character of ſpeculative ſaints, or 
mere religious dilettanti? The inſtance of 
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a legiſlator. (if he be one) corruptin 8 he aut wh 


public morals and vitiating the public mind 
by his writings, was reſerved, I thought, 
England only when transformed into the 
beſtial een of e eee 
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